l-_hl_-iuiiI-I-I.-_-I.-l.I-I-.-.-.-.-l'l..i.-l!l.-l.nr--.-lu-_--.-.-Il-l.-l.-llnl.-.l.-lullll.-iuﬂi'i.-.il.-i-illl EAE .ﬂ

n- F AR ke N m.. . .m... =]

Haokdkd A :w G I .ﬂh

— - H

He = =
_m_ﬁ S = m_ |
._-H_.nl-. d p il..—ﬂ“..
[ | B {
{ 1= s S I.m_.q__
fH o = 3 wisdd |
|| = s =21
k 7 oEpr m =14
S = = S = Hi
i S 2 e
o b e 95) M._” |
| b n Dﬂ 3 ot -_
I S : =i
|5 NS =
14 SRR H
L Q) 1
hc = i}
| ¥ ”..u.. o, i ot
“ ﬁ”_...-."-
_H-mn...l...




Rome’s collapse accelerated through currency debasement’s
insidious effects. When Caracalla reduced the denarius’
silver content to 50% in 215 AD, it triggered history’s first
documented hyperinflation. Egyptian papyri show wheat
prices rising 1,000% in five years.

The antoninianus introduced in 214 AD—a coin with
double the denomination but only 1.5x the silver—became
so worthless that soldiers demanded payment in salt (the
origin of "salary"). By 270 AD, it took 5 billion denarii to
buy what one denarius purchased in Augustus’ time.
Agricultural collapse followed. Soil analysis from
abandoned villas reveals catastrophic erosion: centuries of
heavy ploughing had stripped topsoil, reducing yields by
80%.

Compounding this, lead poisoning from aqueduct pipes and
cooking vessels lowered birth rates. Skeletal remains show
patricians had 25ppm lead in bones (vs. 3ppm in peasants),
causing stillbirth rates of 30% among elites. The military’s
"barbarization" wasn’t cultural surrender but economic
necessity. Germanic recruits accepted pay in land grants
instead of coin—a system that backfired when veterans
turned limitanei (border troops) into de facto warlords.

By 450 AD, the Western army’s payroll could only cover
18,000 men, forcing reliance on mercenary foederati who
demanded payment in gold solidi. When Attila invaded,
Rome had to melt down Trajan’s Column’s bronze plating
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